Identification of adult salmon in the Rhine system since 1990 (n = 10278)
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Year [1990/1991/1992/1993|1994 1995 1996|19971998|1999|2000/2001|2002|2003 2004|2005 2006/2007|2008/2009|2010|2011/2012|2013|2014/2015|2016/2017/2018|2019|2020

M Delta Rhine 0 0 0 O |23 |11 |17 |15 | 5 |98 |226/133|103| 96 | 63 | 58 | 51 |110| 8 | 82 | 76 | 57 | 99 | 8 |21 | 10 | 4 | 10 | 10 | 4 0
Lower Rhine 2 |10 18 | 9 7 | 16 | 13 | 52 | 76 | 365 | 96 |242 | 191|135 | 244|342 | 556 | 384 | 316|388 | 205 | 137 | 168 | 220 | 269 | 153 | 187 | 41 | 66 | 32

W Middle Rhine| 0 0 0 0 1 5 12 | 5 | 48 | 56 |31 |45 |59 |43 | 14 | 27 | 46 | 44 | 68 | 27 | 10 | 18 | 15| 18 | 22 | 15 | 14 | 5 9 4

® Upper Rhine | 0 0 0 0 0 9 |24 | 5 7 3 |76 |61 |9 |93 |73 |49 70| 93 |161|108| 57 |120| 92 | 36 | 159|401 | 241|328 |173 | 137|451
High Rhine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Salmon records in the Rhine system (Rhine incl. salmon programme waters) in the
period 1990 to 2020. Remark: For methodological reasons, the figures are not comparable from
one Rhine section to the next. The number per section of the Rhine represents the sum of several
(on the Upper Rhine partly successive) monitoring stations and electro-fishing campaigns. In
addition, collection methods can vary overtime: Restricted operation of the Iffezheim fish passage
between April 2009 and October 2013. The ICPR addresses the measurement results and the
resulting possibilities of interpretation.

Additional explanations:

Per Rhine section, the number of detected salmon in the main stream of the Rhine and in
the salmon programme waters flowing into this section is added up.

For methodological reasons, the number of detected salmon in the Upper Rhine may be
higher than in downstream sections of the Rhine. In the Upper Rhine, salmon are
recorded in control stations at several successive fish passes in the main stream of the
Rhine. In the Middle Rhine, Lower Rhine and Delta Rhine, the Rhine is free-flowing and
fish passes with control stations are only present in a few tributaries.

In 2018 and 2019, the prolonged low water made it difficult for salmon to migrate out of
the Rhine into the tributaries.

In 2020, relatively many salmon returns were counted in the Upper Rhine (with a record
result in Gambsheim), but only very few in the tributaries of the Middle and Lower Rhine.
The discharge in summer/autumn 2020 was relatively low, as in previous years. This
made the upstream migration of the Aetran salmon, which mainly migrate upstream in
the second half of the year, more difficult. The upstream migration of salmon of Allier
origin into the Upper Rhine in the first half of the year was not affected.




